The formation of hydatids in the brain may present symptoms by which this complaint may be distinguished from ordinary serous effusion, which it most resembles. Ramollissement of the brain should excite much close consideration and interest in the practitioner, from the discordance of opinion which still exists as to its cause, and consecfhently its treatment; while even its diagnostic symptoms are by no means uniformly admitted or generally understood. The practical illustrations under this title may, it is hoped, be regarded as affording some useful and important light.
Effusion of blood within the head is next considered ; and whether from an internal or external cause may generally be discriminated. The severely painful affection, tic doloureux, was long supposed to affect only the nerves of the face; but experience has shewn the more extensive range of its influence ; and the cases demonstrate its direct power of deranging not only the nerves of sensation in the body and limbs, but the various ganglia and organs supplied by the sympathetic system, the nerves of sense, and even the sensorium itself. The discrimination of the causes of compression of the spinal cord in the neck is important, and the agency of some of these causes obscure; several of the illustrative remarks on their operation will be found interesting and rare.
Tumour of the thyroide gland is not subject to much variety; it is oc- In the palpitations, the action of the heart sometimes intermitting, would cease to vibrate, then flutter quickly, and so gradually recover. The pain at the heart, passing into the neck and ai-m, was occasionally so severe, that the arm for a time lost all power and feeling. Finding herself, as she said, sufficiently weak, she would neither submit to lose blood nor restrict her diet, but begged to be allowed to visit Brighton. When there, she was induced to get into a warm-bath, but was no sooner in than she entreated to be taken out again, and instantly expired; in all probability from the sudden relaxation of the vascular system inducing rupture of the sac, and fatal haemorrhage.
We think that it was the acceleration of the circulation that gave rise to this. The warm-bath is far too indiscriminately used, and when any disease of the heart or arteries exists, it ought to be refrained from. In febrile disorders, attended with much vascular action, the warm-bath is equally dangerous. Such is the case with rheumatic fever, and metastasis to the heart has been the consequence of the employment of the warmbath. The case before us is a warning, and as such we address it to our readers.
Scirrhous Pylorus mistaken for Aneurysm of the Abdominal Aorta.?
This case we introduce because we have witnessed a similar one.
Case.?J. B., 45, under care of Mr. Hora, had received a blow upo^ the chest, twenty months before, and had never felt well since. As he lay on his back in bed, a pulsation was so evident, that the hand laid o$ the scrobiculus cordis, perceived the action of the heart, over the aorta< beating powerfully. Pressing the tumor, the size of a small orange, late* rally, it still seemed to expand, or 
